
David Klautky was the first Guyanese of Amerindian 
descent to receive a PhD

Friday, September 15th 2006,SN

Dear Editor,

I wish to correct the statement made by the government that Dr Desrey Fox is the first 
Amerindian with a PhD in Guyana. This is not so - she may be the first female.

The first PhD was received by David Klautky, A.A, in 1967 from the City University, London in 
Structures Engineering; he was previously awarded BSc (Hons) from the same university in 
Civil Engineering. His doctoral thesis was on Fourth Order Differential Equations.

Dr David Klautky's mother, Christina Ann, was an Arawak Indian who farmed and his father 
Claude Hugh of Arawak and European descent carried on a logging operation at Warakabra, 
Demerara River, about 130 miles from Georgetown.

The Klautkys had produced 5 sons during their marriage, Albert and Robert obtained M.Ds in 
the 1950s and 1960s, respectively, from Heidelberg, Germany and John joined the logging 
operation where he died in an accident there at age 21. Claude subsequently joined the 
operation after working with the Forestry Department for many years.

David grew up in the logging operation and joined it after 'A' level at Queen's College. Before 
Claude emmigrated to the USA, he (DK) returned to it and modernized it to keep up with 
progressive trends in logging and forestry. At the death of Claude, David continued to work 
there while doing his Engineering Consultancy. He has 'inherited' and hopes to pass it on to 
the next generation of Guyanese Klautkys.

The Klautkys' maternal ancestral home is Tibikuricuyaha in the upper Demerara River, 20 
miles above Malali.

Dr Fox said in her address, part of which I heard on radio, that she would like to correct some 
of the history of Guyana.

I hope this letter starts that process off for the Amerindian peoples.

Yours faithfully,

(name and address supplied)



GAP/ROAR should have re-appointed Pauline Melville

Friday, September 15th 2006 SN
 
Dear Editor,

I am a Guyanese of Amerindian descent. I had voted for the GAP-WPA in the 2001 General 
Elections. I didn't do so because of Mr Paul Hardy who spends most of his time in Brazil but 
primarily because of Mrs Shirley Melville. Even before she became a parliamentary 
representative Mrs Melville had been very active in Region 9. Her interest and dedication to 
her indigenous brothers and sisters go beyond the call of duty.

I know that most of my brothers and sisters who voted for the GAP-ROAR this time around 
are disappointed by the GAP choice of Mr Everall Franklin. Nobody knows who he is; he has 
never done anything for the Amerindian people of Region 9. But out of the blue Mr Hardy and 
Mr Ravi Dev have chosen him in front of other Amerindians.

I want to categorically state that the indigenous people who voted for GAP-ROAR did so with 
the expectation that Mrs Melville would continue her good services in this region in the 
capacity of a Parliamentary representative.

I am left to ponder whether those sugar workers who voted for ROAR expected Mr Everall 
Franklin to be their parliamentary representative? Is this an indication that Mr Ravi Dev is not 
going to remain in Guyana?

Yours faithfully,

Alex Joseph

Region 9


