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Permanent Mission of Ausiralia

Permanent Misslon of Canade

Permanent Mission of Colombia

Permanent Mission of Guyana

Permanent Mission af New Zealand
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation
Permanent Mission of Suriname

H.E. Sheikha Heya Rashed Al Khalifa

President of the General Assembly
1 Initad Natinne
New York

Excellency,

Qur countries place great impartance an the promoticn and protection of the
rights of indigenous peoples. We believe there s an urgent ang apparent need
faor a Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples. The agreement of the
General Assembly to defer action on the draft Declaration gave the intornationinl
community the opportunity to try to adopt a Declaration thet ali countries could
support as a genuine standarg of achievement to live up to.

We wish to reaffirm our commitment to participating constructively in a process
that is open to all membet States. This Is perticulary important to those
countries with significant indigenous papulations. The consuitation pfocess
must include indigenous peoples. We welcome the announcement of your
intention 1o appoint a facilitator with a mandate to conduct further open and
inclusive negotiations an the text of the draft Declaration.

The decision by the GeneralAssembiy in Novermber-test ysarto-defer actien dn
the draft Declaration indicated that a large number of countries had serious
concems about @ number of provislons of the text. it is important that those
countries are given an opportunity to improve the text in order to make it
consistent with international taw and capable of being implemented by states,
The appointment of a facilitatar and the amended text put forward by the Afrtarn
Group helpfully provide a good basis for discusslon. We respect the efifons of
other delegations to propose ather options, including e covering resolution to
the text. This optlon would not, however, be ¢apable of resolving the main
concems that many cauntries have with the draft Daclaration. The operative
text of the deciaration would have superior status. As such, we consider that
negoliations on the text of the Declaration are required to improve the
declaration. : '

The General Assembly has agreed to further consultations on the text during
the 61 session, We support efforts to establish a process of consultation iy
line with that agreemeant. Evary effort should be made to-adopt a Declaration

¢ d ESH6 ON 5095-15E-C17 NOISSIA AYITvELsnyY Wabd:9  [D0T 0 "AYW
0 -
AT AN P T o ——— ‘REF ..ﬂ_. -_ 1519842A033 DAGE 30F &



JUN.D4.2007 10:15 1z1z234B1131 Permanent Miassion #5174 P.O03 /003

v gy ol LWJ‘ (3:00 U

[ L L

T
v

that has broad and meaningful egreement within the 61 Session. We look to

your office and to the facilitator that you intend to appoint to bnng all interested
parties together. '

We would be grateful if you could circulate this letter to all member States.

30 May 200
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