
[Taino_News] Op-Ed: Am I the only one who has read this historical bit of data?

PROOF THAT TAINO-ARAWAKS STILL EXIST

In a Puerto Rican history book, written by a Puerto Rican that I bought in Puerto Rico decades 
ago, I thought I had learned one important thing about the fate of Taino of Puerto Rico.

And unlike most of what I have been reading recently at various places on the internet, it does 
not end with all Tainos dying.

Instead in the 17th. Century, Spain gravely weakened by the growing power of England and 
France, and desperate for measures to "strengthen" colonial defenses issued a royal decree, 
designed to prevent Puerto Rico and it's other colonies from being taken.

It's tactic was unusual for the day. As most know, Spain often sent it's soldiers to the colonies 
alone, without a family.

This meant to re-inforce defences required costly deployments from Spain itself.

In order to lesson the burden, Spain's king decreed that all single Spanish soldiers find a native 
Taino woman and make her his wife, and have as many children as possible.

This was decreed in order to grow the population of "Spanish" in the colonies without requiring 
more immigrants from Spain.

I'm sure to some this makes no sense, but according to the customs back then, children were 
expected to take ttheir Father's loyalties. So children fathered by Spanish soldiers with Taino 
women would be considered loyal to Spain.

It was also expected that the end result would be to populate Puerto Rico with a homegrown 
population from which Spain could draw troops to fend off the English and French attempts to 
take Puerto Rico for themselves, as they did eventually take Jamaica. Based on historical 
records, this turned into reality as Puerto Rico was left to fend off English and French attempts 
to take it, virtually unaided by Spain, and always after it remained ruled by Spain.

This is, from what I understood, is what quickly caused the dissappearance of the "full-
blooded" Taino people. It was not desease or slavery, or displacement by African slaves.

For the book went on to state, prior to the decree, Tainos perservered for over a century in the 
rugged mountains that make up most of Puerto Rico. Only in the much smaller coastal area 
were the Taino quickly eliminated.

This seems a viable proposition considering the "advanced policies" of colonial Spain vs. a vs. 
the English and French. The Spanish rulers apparently were the ONLY European power of the 
5 (England, France, Dutch and Swedes) who considered natives to be human, rather than 
animals.

This seems paultry and idiotic by today's standards, but back then it was a tremendous 



departure from the norm. In terms of "human rights" it was a huge step forward, and one 
completely neglected in history books written with the Anglo point of view.

Because Spain thought the natives were "human beings with souls" they didn't have a 
"national policy" of eradication like England and France the eventual rulers of N. America. 

This is the main reason why the population of Native inhabitants in Latin America is so large 
relative to the population in the USA and Canada.

I realize on the local level was generally far different than the policy. However "proof" that such 
a policy existed is easy to find. That policy is the reason why Colon was stripped of his titles 
and brought back in chains to Spain to face justice. It was also the reason why the "conqueror 
of the Incas" was similarly brought back to Spain and imprisoned instead of getting a hero's 
welcome.

Of course I digress, and all of that is part of the "black legend" the successful propaganda war 
England and France waged against the waning power Spain to justify their own far worse 
ruthless and bloodthirsty stealing of native inhabitant's lands, and eventually the wholesale 
slaughters numbering in the 10s of millions over decades.

In regards to today and the Taino, I will never understand how noted Anthropologists so glibly 
declare there are no more Taino left in Puerto Rico. Yet these same Anthropologists don't 
question the existence of "tribes in the United States" consisting of people who don't have a 
trace of "native elements" in how they look act, or speak.

Whereas in Puerto Rico, the Taino look is everywhere, but people seem blind to it.

Photos of my Mother's family look so purely Taino it's hard to believe. Ironically only my Mother 
and a few sisters out of 17 children looked European. All the others looked classic native 
American in every way. My grandmother looks full-blooded, though I'm sure she wasn't.

The same goes for my father's family. Their Taino traits stand out like flashing lights and 
overwhelm their Spanish traits. My paternal grandmother also looks like a pure-blood. Though 
I'm sure she wasn't either.

What is so totally wrong about this in my view is in the United States, anyone with 1/8 Indian 
blood is considered an "Indian." Many of these people, look purely European though, and 
show absolutely no trace of "Native features."

In Puerto Rico, especially in the home towns of my parents, San Lorenzo, and Penuelas, 
Indian features are dominant, and clearly the majority of people have far more than 1/8 Indian 
heritage. Yet, they are not considered Taino.

In the United States, many of those who have been declared Indians, do not practice their 
culture or speak the original native language. They are totally assimilated, but are still able to 
claim their are Indians.

I find this contrast very odd considering that Puerto Ricans in general pepper their Spanish 
with Taino words and my mother has shared some legends with me long ago, that are clearly 
Tiano in origin. Over the years, the things she'd relate to me about her Mother indicated she 
retained a lot of Taino culture, even though she spoke Spanish, but did she really?



The accent my Mother's family has on their Spanish is very distinct from San Juan. It is a 
mountain accent, and I bet you anything, proper research would find the reason for its 
distinctiveness is the Taino language and how it was spoken.

If you ever want to point out the "Indian influences" on the "modern Puerto Rican face" to 
someone who doubts that Taino blood runs still runs strong, all one has to do is show them a 
picture of Jennifer Lopez.

Her hair is the classic dark, straight thick Taino hair. Her nose is the classic Taino nose. Her 
red-highlighted skin reflects the "red-toned" skin of the brown Tainos. She in fact looks more 
"Taino" than anything else, but because so many people are totally ignorant of specific "Taino" 
features, they just call her exotic.

The "skin tone" of so many Puerto Ricans often has that "red-tone." It is the origin of the racist 
term "red-skin." Though today people think that "redskins" looked like a very badly sunburned 
anglo, rather than a brown skinned person with strong red highlights.

Anyway I just thought I'd share my thoughts.

Oh by the way, does anyone keep track of the Taino people of Eastern Cuba? Apparently in 
yet another example of racism Cuban intellectuals claims that no Tainos existed in Cuba are 
very false. There too though, the Tainos speak Spanish, but that seems to be the limit of their 
compromise with Cuba in general. In so many other ways in their daily lives, they practice 
Taino customs, rituals and use Taino everyday tools to fish Etc.

Here are some links about these communites:

http://www.hartford -hwp.com/ archives/ 41/014.html

http://www.uctp. org/cubar. htm


