
Edith Bolling Galt Wilson (Powhatan). 

The only First Lady to be titled "Mrs. President," she was indeed the 
closest the United States ever came to having a woman President. For 
eighteen crucial months in America’s history, as President Woodrow 
Wilson lay incapacitated, it was this Algonkeean descendant who ran 
the government from the White House, and was fairly popular as well. 
When a reporter was able to speak to Mr. Wilson, and said, "We have 
all been praying for you," the ailing Prez retorted, "Which way?"

The only President to date to become engaged and marry while in the Oval Office, Mr. 
Wilson (and his widowed fiancee) was under intense public scrutiny from the start. 
She made no secret of her documented "Old Virginia" Bolling lineage from the "Red 
Rolfes," of Pocahontas’ children. She herself was the seventh of eleven children, a 
5’9" beauty and inheritor of Galt’s Jewelry store, which she ran until her marriage to 
Wilson. She then sold it to the employees "at cost."

It was Woodrow Wilson who acknowledged the one and a half million women who 
entered the workforce during World War I and decided to support women’s suffrage in 
1917. Ironic, because he later supported one of America’s greatest working women, 
Edith Galt Wilson. Her eighteen month "regency" was without major flaws.

Mrs. Wilson died on December 28, 1961, the day of the opening of The Wilson Bridge, 
which  spans  the  Potomac,  and  connects  her  Old  Virginia  to  President  Wilson’s 
Washington. Her former home is now the Wilson Museum in Washington, D.C


